
Smoke covers the presidential palace compound in Baghdad on 
March 21, 2003 during a massive US-led air raid on the Iraqi capital. 
Smoke billowed from a number of targeted sites, including one of 
President Saddam Hussein's palaces. 

Soldiers from the 3rd Brigade of the U.S. 
101st Airborne Division rest in fox holes by 
their convoy staging area in the Kuwaiti 
desert Friday, March 21, 2003. Allied forces 
missions continued as combat units rumbled 
across the desert into Iraq from the south 
and bombed limited targets in Baghdad.  

American soldiers in the 4th 
Infantry Division stand over 
the opening of the "spider 
hole" where Saddam Hussein 
was captured December 15, 
2003 in Ad Dawr, Iraq. Iraq's 
notorious dictator was 
captured in a raid at the 
compound on December 13, 
2003.  

U.S. Army soldiers walk near a massive arch of swords at Saddam 
Hussein's military parade grounds Friday, April 11, 2003. 
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Saturday, Dec. 17, 2011 photo, U.S. Army soldiers from 3rd 
Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, based at Fort Hood, Texas, 
barbecue at Camp Adder during final preparations for the last 
American convoy to leave Iraq. 

The US flag, Iraq flag, and the U.S. Forces-Iraq 
colors are carried during ceremonies marking 
the end of US military mission in Baghdad, 
Iraq, Thursday, Dec. 15, 2011. 

The sun sets behind an empty staging area in 
Camp Adder which was the departure point for 
the last U.S. military convoy to leave the country 
on December 17, 2011 near Nasiriyah, Iraq. All U.S. 
troops were scheduled to have departed Iraq by 
December 31st, 2011. At least 4,485 U.S. military 
personnel died in service in Iraq. According to the 
Iraq Body Count, more than 100,000 Iraqi civilians 
have died from war-related violence. 

U.S. Army soldiers from the 2-82 Field Artillery, 3rd Brigade, 1st Cavalry 
Division,  place their bags on a truck as they prepared to board buses later in 
the evening to fly home to Fort Hood, Texas after being one of the last 
American combat units to exit from Iraq on December 15, 2011 at Camp 
Virginia, near Kuwait City, Kuwait. 


